Mission Statement

The Mission Statement of the Denton County Historical
Commi ssionodos Trai l Mar ki ng
iIdentify and document as conclusively as possible any

portion of the Chisholm Trail that passed through
Denton County.



Chisholm Trail and Denton County

The Trail beginnings

The Civil War had ended and Texas was left financially devastated. Though
financially broke, they did have riches in land and cattle. The western part of the
state was largely unsettled and was still plagued by Indian hostilities. Returning to
the statavere nearly 25,000 Civil War veterans and they were facing a dismal
outlook. The Confederate money they might somehow have accumulated during th
war years was now worthless. The life they had prior to the war faced many
dramatic changes. Jobs wereestionable; their family homestead had decayed into
an undercared for property and prospects of returning to a meaningful source of
making a living was bleak. The cotton fields, the leading agricultural business prior
to the war, had just faced a twear drought and the fields were barren. Putting lives
back together and restoring the state to a vibrant status appeared to be a huge hurd

Being land and cattle rich provided a potential as a source for recovery. Agricultura
estimates prior to thear showed that Texas had several million head of cattle.
During the war years Texas provided large amounts of cattle as meat supply for the
Confederate troops until the Union blockades put an end to these exports. Due to tf
reproductive capacityofact t | e it s not i nconceivabl
several million cattle still roamed Texas after the war. A portion of these livestock
were domesticated by the ranches that survived the challenges of the depleted
supplies and workforce duringd war years. Large numbers of these cattle,

however, were wild and unbranded, often referred to as mavericks. If either these
wild or domestic cattle could be gathered together in herds and sold, it would be
possible to produce a stream of income amagsi the financial welbeing of the state

as a whole and provide working opportunities for many individuals. Potential
sources for reliable markets were not readily available. Markets within the state
could not absorb the quantity of cattle availadlen if cash was available to buy

them. Railroads had not yet entered the state so transporting the cattle by railcar w:
not available. Many of the cattle that were sold within the state were sold for tallow
or hides and at prices well below prewarcps. Even though Texans did not have an
extreme appetite for beef at the time, the people back east had a big appetite and th
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were willing to pay far more than what the cattle could sell for in Texas. With the
over population of cattle in Texas-$2ahead was the going price if a buyer could be
found. In the eastern states the same cattle would sell fe6Gd4thead and

sometime for as high as $100. This%a head barely covered the cost of raising
and keeping cattle. There was a saying attheme , fit el | me how
have and 106l1 tell you how poor you a

The dilemma was that Texas had the supply and the easterners had the appetite. I
would it be possible to match these two together? Enter Joseph G. McCoy. McCoy
was an en#gpreneufrom lllinois who along withwo of his brothers had previously
been in the business of raising, selling and buying livestock. Through other
individuals he heard of the plentiful cattle herds in Texas and knew there would be
buyers willing to payl0-15 times more than the Texas market was willing to pay.
McCoy was familiar with the railroad and knew that various railroads were entering
Kansas from the east and slowly building to the west. Upon further exploring this
and talking with railroad anstate officials he picked the town of Abilene, Kansas
which lay along the recently built Union Pacific railroad tracks. Abilene was located
on the Grand Prairie, a swath of land that runs north and south extending far into
Texas. The land was gentlylling with no dramatic changes in elevations and was
covered with rich nutritious prairie grasses. The land between Texas and Kansas al
of fered adequate sources of water al o
dozen people living in adodgpe huts. The town had a four room hotel, a saloon, a
general store and a few other businesses. It was on the edge of the frontier and
McCoy had little trouble convincing the folks living there that he could bring
prosperity to the town. To start the pess he purchased 250 acres to be used for a
railroad siding and holding pens. Next he built a three story hotel capable of housin
80 guests. It had a billiard room and saloon to provide entertainment. All this was
completed by the beginning of Septaan 1867. McCoy had hired a surveyor prior to
finally selecting Abilene to help plat the trail. Abilene is located approximately 350
miles north of the Texas border. Along the trail that was platted was an active trail
used by a trader by the name e$ge Chisholm. Chisholm had an established tralil
between two trading posts, one just south of present day Oklahoma City and the oth
just outside Wichita, Kansas, a distance of about 180 miles. The rest of the trail wa
part of old military wagon trég and the portion from Abilene to Wichita which

McCoy had roughly plowed helped direct the way. In order to advertise that Abilene
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was open for business McCoy sent handbills to various organizations in Texas and
placed ads in numerous newspapers. Hes#st riders out looking for and helping
direct herds. The first herd of cattle arrived in September, 1867 and marked what J.
Frank Dobie, a noted Texas historian,
ani mals the worl d thaGhisheln and Greatd \Wastero Trail anB
estimated @ million cattle trekked up these trails over the next 20 years. The sale o
these cattle began to return to Texas an immense amount of money and firmly
establish the state with an industry and cultbed still defines the state.



Denton County Trail Marking Committee

In April of 2014 a Denton County Trail Marking Committee was formed The
Committee was appointed by Beth Stribling who was at the time Chairperson of the
Denton CountyHistorical Commission, DCHC. The committee was formed as a
result of interest expressed by Denton County Judge Mary Horn in support of the
Nati onal Parkbés interest in designat:.
as National Historic Trails.Lloyd Webb was appointed as chairman of the
Committee. Alan Schiegg and Bob Montgomery would serve as committee
members. Lloyd, Alan and Bob are members of the DCHC.



May 8, 2014

This afternoon Lloyd Webb and Alan Schiegg met with Jack WandeMs. Reba
Marshall. Both Ms. Marshall and Mr.Waide are letighe Bolivar residents. Mr.

Waide was born in 1931. Ms. Marshall maintains all records of the cemetery locatec
in Bolivar.

Mr. Waide brought several maps, letters, receipts of variousidsaif his great
grandfather and grandfather and numerous newspaper clippings. Mr. Waide had or
map that he had marked angédaddéather o6
and said AiMy grandfather Joe Di lpdsoby W
that were sometimes over a mile wide and took all day to pass by while he was
sitting on the front porch. o That ho
from John Chisum. (John Chisum moved from the area in 1863.) Mr.Waide had the
origind Abill of sal eo f rgoandfather foml60@eress u m |

Mr. Waide had a map of the northern portion of Denton County that he had written ir
the names of the owners in the | ate 1
was the lastiving person who could do that.



On May 8, 2014, |, Jack Walde, met with Lioyd Webb, Alan Schiegg, and Reba Marshall

in Mr. Webb's home to discuss knowledge that | recall concerning my great-grandfather
James Waide's and my grand-father Joe Waide's memories and stories about the Chisholm
Trail. My great-grandfather James Walde purchased the John Chisum ranch, located
approximately three miles northwest of Bolivar, Texas for $1350, | have the hill of sale, and
my grandfather Joe Wade told me many times he sat on the porch of the original ranch
house and watched longhorn cattle pass, driven north on the Chigholm Trail. It would
sometimes be over a mile wide and take two days to pass.

&d«-ﬁ’ Wansle s o 5.3
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|l nterview with Joe 0Skipé

On October 21, 2014 LI oyd Webb and Al
Skip is a fourthgeneration member of the family that owns the 1250 acre Barnett
ranch in western DentdDounty. The ranch has been part of the Barnett family since
1891 and is registered as a heritage farm with the Texas Department of Agriculture.
He has felt quite strongly for a number of years that cattle drives of the Chisholm
Trail days trailed througtheir ranch. The ranch, though not contiguous to Wise
County, lies just to the east and within a couple hundred yards of the county line.
The southern property line is a short distance from US highway 380. Skip is quite
familiar with the Chishoim Trat at t | e dri ves of the 186
years has found on his property some indications that these man led cattleattives h
traversedheir property.Over the years they had found various wagon parts and
numerous horse shoes and he also statddhfter a fire on the property some years
ago there were noticeable signs of a trail that headed to the northeast. He stated tt
since the land has been part of their family, it has always remained unplowed and fu
of a variety of native prairie geses. Mr. Barnett related a story to us that his father
told him: When his father was abouil8 years old he wouldgowit hi s dad
grandfatherjo visit an old neghbor who lived on Flow roada(*zmile or so north of

the Barnett place). Theeighbor had lived there all his life and he said that when he
was a youngster there were many times he would be outside and could watch as
thousands of cattle not too distant from him would go by heading in a northerly
direction.

't 1 s Ski ecattleldresésiatenkere hieddang north crosdednton Creek
about3/8 of amile south of his place and continued just about due north up through
the land that would later become the Barnett place. From a map that he provided it
shows that the land imis direction offers rolling hills free of tree cover and full of
native grasses. This is the land that is typical of the makeup of what is called the
Grand Prairie. This type of land extends nearly uninterrupted up through Oklahome
into Kansas and ewefurther north.
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Chisholm Trail Marking Committee Monthly Report
May 5, 2014
Co-Chairman: Lloyd Webb
Co-Chairman: Alan Schiegg

May 8, 2014

Lloyd Webb and Alan Schiegg met with Ms. Reba Marshall and Mr. Jack WisisleMarshall is a

long timeresident of Bolivar, Texas and Mr. Waide has lived there all his 83 y&hes; both had

several documents and stories pertaining to the Bolivar area and their ideas concerning the Chisholm
Trail. Mr. Waide had maps we agreed on reproducing and havimgnlairk specific areas he and/or his
Great Grandfather James Waidmd Grand Father Joe Waide, had spoken of in times past about
watching large herds of cattle pass near their ranch northwest of present community of Btoear.
meetings are planned WwitMr. Waide.

Mid-May 2014

Alan spoke with Ms. Tona Batis Payne and Ms. Idalene Fuqua concerning documents and the sharing
information which will be followed up on in coming dayAlan and | visited the grave of Noah Batis in

the Sanger Cemetery tceiatify specific dates and while thereet Ms. Helen Bounds who -@uthored

the Sanger History Book, along with Tona Batids. Bounds gave us some additional contact names of
people in the area who possibly could provide us with additional informatiantmties in the area

during the 1800's.

Steve Meyers has contacted Alan and suggested we visit the Montague area and see what they have
done in regard to researching and marking the possible route of the ChisholnWigaite working on
schedulinghat trip.

May 22, 2014

| visited the Bowie, Texas Chisholm Trail Park and viewed a map of their interpretation of the
"corridors"” or "feeder trails" that converged in various areas of Texas to eventually cross the Red Rive
into Oklahoma on the Chisholfirail

Alan has secured several newspaper clippings, books, and published papers on various writers about
Chisholm Trail.

We are analyzing all this material and researching any and all other material and individuals identified
us in developing a port as conclusive as possible on the marking of the Chisholm Trail.

Lloyd A. Webb, cechair of Chisholm TraiMarking Committee
Alan Schiegg, cachair of Chisholm Trail Marking Committee

May 29, 2014
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Supporting Sources

ol n the nort hilwéntthreugh Dantoa @ourttymear Bolivar
through Montagueé . . | nt er vi ew with Noah C. Ba

Fry, Jasmine. o0Sanger Pioneer, 88,
Denton Record Chronicle May 1948.

OFrom Fort Worth t he MmomtheretoBolvar;, heres E
the old trail forked. But we kept the main trail up EIm to St. Joe on to Red
Ri ver Station, here crossing the Red

oLocation of the old Chisholm Trail
Texas, compiled and editegt Marvin Hunter. Austin: University of Texas
Press; 1985. P38

OAt Fort Worth the trail crossed the
veered a bit to the northwest and led north along theWesent on county

The Chisholm Trail. Wayne Garddorman: University of Oklahoma Press.
1954. p78
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OThen thereds Audie Dent who |ives i
road that was one time called the Chisum (sic, Chisholm) Trail and was the life
bl ood of a thriving Elizabethtown. ¢

Koethe,J i m. oEarly Denton County Town
Denton Record Chronicle. 7 September, 1954

OFrom Fort Worth, the trail entered
stop in Denton County was close to Elizabethtown near Denton Creek,
Elizakethtown was once a thriving village, with a general store that stacked goods
for drovers riding byé. Cattle drives
twenty years, along what became known as the Chisholm Trail, through the
western part of the county. 6

Thur man, Ni t a. oCounty played a pat
Denton Record Chronicle. 8 December, 2004.

oMy father |lived from 1854 to 1867 o
west of the Denton County line. From 1866 to about 18 8tjular traveled

cow trail from Fort Worth to the Red River Station and Sivells Bend on (the)

Red River passed about one hundred yards east of our home and crossed
Denton Creek going north about 300 yards northeast of our house at an old
wagon crossinqidhe county line between Wise and Denton Counties. During
each spring and summer | have seen them drive so many herds of cattle to the
Kansas market by our house that the cattle beat the grass down to the
groundé. . o

The Ter r efivelYéass:Texsronglhdiays to Atomic Bomb.
Terrell, C.V. Printed for the author by, Wilkinson Printing Co. 1948 p33
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Whatever the trail may be properly called, between 1867 and 1887 thousands of
Texas cattle were slowly driven through and just to the west of Qbatoity).

The late James H. Goode (personal interview 1945) stated that he could
remember seeing, as a boy, herds of these Kansas bound cattle moving right
through the streets of Denton and past the courthouse. Drivers are known to
have considered Roworth as the last supply station on the way north but
undoubtedly Elizabethtown, Denton and Bolivar supplied them with such items
as were available from their stock. Denton was the most important trading town
north of Fort Worth along the trail but iaeva mile or so back in the Cross
Timbers. As a rule the cowboys held their herds on the open prairies to the

7

we st of Denton. 6

History of Denton County. C. Bridges. Waco: Texian Press. p117

Here is the correct log of the cattle trails from TexasmoKa s €. . St ar t i
Ri o Grande, the trail passed through
Tarrant, Denton, Wise, Cook, Montague, to Red River Station where the Texas
Trail i1intersected the Chisholm Trail

OA Log of the tr eomnllhedrail D@ereaf g €exaS,a u n d
compiled and edited by Marvin Hunter. Austin: University of Texas Press;
1985. p963

The cattle had to have water and grass available as they traveled. The trail might
be six miles wide as they slowly traveled thrihiiglly populated prairies.

Coming through Denton County the trail paralleled FM 156 going north toward
Bolivar, which was the center of the corridor to the Red River. It was a perfect
landmark for cattle drivers. There was Clear Creek, Duck Creek, réime} fup

the trail, Buck Creek and an open clear path to the Red River.

Historic Denton County, An lllustrated History. Horace Hervey. San
Antoni o6 Historical Publ i shing N e
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North of oO0Cowt own, 6-Dentbnecountfine.i | f o
Originally, the south Chisholm crossed the Red River at Sivells Bend
just north of Gainesville. When the crossing was moved upstream, the
route went through Saint Jo, passed east of Nocona, and crossed into

|l ndian Territory at Red River St

Eva Jolene Boyd. On the Old Chisholm Trail. Texas Highways
Magazine. June 1988. p42

14



{’///l’;',l' 0%
V7 /5
7 257

Town site of Bolivar

Type:
Location:
Marker Text:

THC Subject Marker, 1970

SE corner of the intersection of FM 2450 and FM 455, Bolivar.

Named indirectly for Simon Bolivar, South American statesman, general and
patriot. It might have been called "New Prospect,” but for a mug of rum. When
town was founded in 1852, a man who had settled here from Bolivar, Tenn.,
wanted to name the communityhonor of his hometown. But a preachkector
insisted that it be named New Prospect. An election was called to settle the
matter and the Tennessean exchanged mugs of rum for votes, Bolivar won.
During the 1800s, Bolivar was the westernmost fort in De@mounty and the

first settlement west of Collin County. Two stagecoach lines changed horses
here. The town thrived and could count three hotels, several stores, a gin, a flour
mill, a sawmill, a blacksmith shop, a saloon, a church and a school. It was here
that the Texas cattle trail joined the Jesse Chisholm Trail, but it was John
Chisum, Texas cattle baron, who had herds here and furnished beef to the
Confederacy during the Civil War. Bolivar and the surrounding area were havens
for Sam Bass and his mehwo Bolivar men were jailed in 1890 for harboring
notorious marauders. Many early settlers (whose descendants still live here)
played important roles in development of county.
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